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IS THE CLOTHED FEMALE NAKED MALE FETISH FEMINIST?
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Ever visited PornHub and spotted an incongruous image of a naked man surrounded by
clothed women? Then you've stumbled upon the fetish of CFNM - Clothed Female, Naked
Male.

The year was 1990. The place, a manor house in Berkeley Hills, San Francisco. Women sat around sipping Earl Grey and
discussing literature as their servant men waited on them hand and foot. Unable to speak unless spoken to, their servile
silence wasn't the only thing out of the ordinary about these waiters — bar a dainty bow-tie and polished shoes all the men
were completely and utterly naked. Never was tea poured so steadily.

The hosts, four famous feminists of the time (Susie Bright, Lisa Palac, Laura Miller and Amy Wallace) called it the Naked
Slaveboy Tea Party - and for any one involved in CFNM (Clothed-Female-Naked-Man) it's considered the start of the
movement.

For those of you who don't know what CFNM is, the premise is simple enough. CFNM describes a situation or environmen
such as a party, where the men are always nude and the women are always dressed. CFNM Village forum founder Brad
Thompson first coined the phrase in the early 1990s. He'd set up a website called Visual Sensations for Women and the te
‘Clothed-Female-Naked-Man’ seemed apt to describe the conversations held in the discussion boards on the joys of femal
appreciation of the male form (active until last month and NSFW).

At first Thompson thought he'd stumbled upon ‘a small erotic niche’ limited to just those he'd introduced to it, but soon
enough the acronym went viral, at one time garnering 100 million hits on Google. Using the website as a launch pad,
Thompson went on to organise the first official CFNM party in 1992 and, soon enough, CFNM parties sprung up all over the
world.

But what's the appeal of such parties? ‘There is definitely a power exchange going on with CFNM, and nudity is an instrument
for that exchange, Thompson says. ‘The male is naked and vulnerably exposed to the female. She can see everything about
him, yet he can see nothing [and that] creates what is tantamount to an unfair situation, yet this inequity is not only
acknowledged, but is emphasised and celebrated. It is this dynamic tension that makes CFNM what it is. Yet, although it's
meaning is simple (a disparity in clothing between the genders), its implications can be profound.

These implications can be found in the matriarchal undertones of that original meet up and all subsequent CFNM events,
where the (male) bodies on display cater to the female gaze alone.

‘CFNM is often viewed by many feminists as an appropriate and necessary counter-balance to the male-oriented exploitation
of female nudity in media specifically, and in society in general, Thompson says. ‘CFNM seeks to turn the societal tables,
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